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is based on religion, the hopes and the fears of the Hindu
in this life and in the next, the various regulations of
society and intercourse, marriage and inheritance, birth-
rights and funeral pyres, spring and are perpetuated.
This is indeed the Sastra to which learned and unlearned
alike appeal. The well-read pundit, when we ask of
him the reason for this or that custom, will base his
answer on a text from Manu. The secular Hindu, nay,
the unlettered ryot, while pleading in extenuation of
some grave folly sanctioned by the transmission of
ages, unconsciously repeats the substance of some time-
honoured sloke. But most Hindus, if asked the age
and date of their great legislator, would answer in a
breath that he was the son of the ' self-existent/ that he
was taught his laws by Brahma in one hundred thousand
verses, and that finally he gave them in an abridged
form to his son Bhrigu, who gave them currency to the
world." " It covers nearly all varieties of human life.
It gives laws to kings and councils, to pleaders and
clients, to the husbandman in the field and the mahajan
on the ship; and it lays down the law which is to
regulate man in every relationship of life into which he
can enter. And in many respects its laws are as
thoroughly acknowledged by the mass of the Hindus
to-day as when the code was originally drawn up.
And not only does the system deal with overt acts, but
is as careful to regulate and dilate upon the thoughts
and desires of men which could hardly be referred to in
the secrets of the confessional. It is a strange mixture,
for. there, in startling relief, contrasting as the vivid
lightning on the black thunder cloud, will be seen in
perhaps one and the same page puerilities of thought
joined with masculine vigour of mind ; Baconian pro-
fundity and bold truisms ; the manners of Confucius